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Mr. ADGATE’s NEW PLAN’ of SOLFAING, Examined. 
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i RA 
in kyogrs has lately appeared in America, a new and improved plan of Solfaing, by Andrew Adgate, P.U. A; and 
as the public are not fufliciently acquainted either with the man or his work, i fha iall make no; apology for anncuncing 
¥ hem. 
Before I enter upon the examination of Mr. Adgate’s plan, ation of his title P, U. A. 
s 
Mr. Adgate has taught a common finging fchool in Philade ‘Iphia, where fel ently obtain the e of 
a lemies. Mr. Adgate called Ais, the Uranian Academy, and Rimf lf the rs of fuch ools, ar 
nonly called, Matters ; not Prefidents. Mr. Adgate muft therefore have : 1 the epit I t, or| ed 
it from a foreign inititution ; thus becoming the Prefident of the Uranian Acad , P. U. A.. And as each of thefe 3 
partake equ illy of eafe and propriety, we are at liberty to afcribe his choice to which we pleafe. Here then, the j 





lan 
Mr. Adgate’s ante, or title is inveftigated. [will beftow a few words upon the importance of it. The fchool whick 








Adgat« taugh » Was never incorporated, and there area thoufand fchools of equal i tance in the United Stat Ini 
of thefe {chools the inftru¢tors are frequently changed,. and every per had th ‘xe of one of t has at 
equal right to a title with Mr. Adgate. Were the generality ot vain enough to adopt. an ulicant 


title, Mr. Ads gate would undoubt 





edly have aright to the privilege, w ithou ut being called to an account for his cor iduct. Bee 
— inga ¢ common thing, and being underttood by the public, it would castadlinal ceafe to be an impofition. 
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at and ufeful difcoveries and improvements. 


s totally reye¢ted. But as to the novelty of 
It h n known for ages in Italy and 
rejecied by thofe very Britons, whofe 


ks pub- 
Ks pub 





rate t and up- 
i undantly 
a ni tle extra- 
his own. Buteven shis is1 w. The 
Jracles of Reafon, as a nea plan ; and An- 
fince he has chofen to adopt it, as his ozev?, 
tic and nobody will believe that he was 


himfelf to defend it; and he has afferted, not only 





he pofl bility ota pian’s 
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t cing MCU, 


ommon method. 





and yet at the 





to the ¢ 


sption arifes againit this fyftem, on account of its 





, that his plan poffeff 


tiful, and as it has gained fome ground is 
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ritifh method, Mr. Adgate has mentioned only ‘we. 
quifition of the femi-tones ; the latter of which is 





ve o¢ 
eating faw fol law, in each octave, 


meane of allocating 
y means of allocating 


afion to fhow after I have confidered the 


ilo, na, and he afferts, that great confufion will 
But did not Mr. Adgate know, that fyl- 
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fables were not the fions of mufical founds ? It is the fituation 1¢ notes upon the ftave, which determines their for ? 
The f ly the mediums, thro which fach ff 1s < yrefled : and they may be exprefled without the fyliables, 
as} 12 a tune is fi 1g to the words ofa er faw fol law, nor ‘i 

as Mr. gate rates, affociate with each fyllable, s proper found ; and were 1 he 
has ufed fyllables, we might as well reject the lines an to fing, merely by t P 





ba do na, mi. faving difcovered, that the repetition 
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proceeds to illuftrate it by an example ; and the initance he has given, tho it makes directly age is 
purpofe s any he yulad h > h fen Ner ile rner {- rit {i whe - heh 
purpore as an he ¢ i Nave Lote! oet a iearner, rit tignt, ne nas ICV, 
ind if he is founding fel abo ! si | , y follows. he-will defcend to faw.. the kev note ! 
ang uncding ia ey note,a iaw, y follows, Ne will deicend to faw, the Key n 4 
aa . : S 2 , : , be 
Me fhould judge, that a pupil was till he Kne t rifing and falling. His ear 
muit be very bad ind : 1 | lug d Vy the t; ctor, immediatelyd sicover the 
diffe ence; evenif there wereno |i mception. 6 when the flave ts before his eves ; AS She. ~ 
rhy } » eh _ os ~~ > + >} >} 4 cs g + 
when he fees, that a not ted u three notes than the one he hasjuft founded, ——--—_— 

. . - ey ’ 9 ° . e ® - “ . Tt ’ — : om ee 
can it be fuppofed, th re will give it the found of faw the Key note f itis |! Ie: of cur light, contemp!l Bray op 04 
1¢ potition of a note upon the itave, ¢t ‘ It get the td i the iounc, ! t Li ; and wi joundea, 

: " ; : : 

means Of Our fearing, that w nuit get the idea « i I actuany given if. In neither cafe are we at 
ae 8 4 utp = } mS . ES “~— Wak.3 : ~ = . - f : 1 
all dependant upon the fyllable w1 lich it is connetted, or ex} 1. Syllables 1 muiic, are not t s of particular 
a e 2 ‘ ' > 44 j 
ounds ; as names, 1n Janguage, are the figns of particular things ; 1] lh afion to prove, t Vir, Ad- 
ym y the 1en tc { \ 1 € iabie 18 tut Tio ex} eis Ties noie V y ol i 
( ia quetti ni WAY i@S ¢ L 11 i t fwer 1s eafy. } t ao 
a a ‘ 3 5 } » 
ty. re it not tirefome to repeat one fyliable continually, there wouid be n ed of lan one. 
: ee oe le fs f ‘ ta}s] 1. £ 
ves, that itis tireiome, and tha ore tl 1€ bY ti ori iabies, Mil, 7 
i ind to be fuffi 1%; and thele 1 ; u ording irccticns, wi ! > oven, are 
. 7] + elie ' .° ‘ : . . + ° oa b ; 
admirably calculated for the px pole to which taey afe appi riated. Por tho, they can not aiiiius in atta iounds, t, 
, " ._* 9 ; . 4 . - ° 
the; may, and do affift us im ing thot } , when ¢ Lovie alfit in forming the organs « ) a poli- 
tion for maxing more open, ind tht . 
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ce. 


Ww a he contradict himfelf where he is vg) it, and attempt to maintain himfelf where he is wrong, by endeavoring to prove, 
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that there are but feven founds ; and that, he has given a name toeach of them ? It will be of no avail to him to fly to the 
philofophers for thelter. ‘They would be afhamed te protect him rhey have told us indeed, thatthere are feven finds of 
founds, differing in their natures and general propert ies ; but believe, it was left for Mr. Adgate to difcover, that there were 
abfolutely no more than /ewew founds. Had the philofophers told us, that there were but feven ditferent Aivds of animals upon 
the earth, would it have followed that there were but / zanimals ? The kin tse bave been feven, while the number of 








tee co bt have bee ‘ oe oy id tha tumbas of difind j per 

diuitinet, proper animals might have been wadimited ; as the dimds of founds are en, while the number of diftinét and propet 

founds is axiimited. lad a man undertaken to give names to each of thefe ditines tand proper animals, the number of his 
g . 


names muft have been unlimited ; and had Mr. Adgate carried his plan through, and aijociated a fyllable to each diftinct and 


a ‘ i : . ) ! , 
proper iounc, ilis {yllable muit have been unlimited : I may aa l, un in telligil contivica 





































I have now confidered the grand fuperiority of Mr. Adgate’s plan, as far as iti » addition of three finging fyl- 
lables. There is one thing more, upon which confiderable ftrefs is laid, and it ected. Itis the method, 
which he has adopted for the purpofe of acquiring the femi-tones. He propo es altering es, fa, fo, ba, do, into fe, fe, 
be ce But this, as IL before hinted, is not at all peculiar to Ais fyitem ; for it would be as eafy upon the common method tg 
change faw, fol into fe, fe in the repetition, as to change ba, do into be, de upon his plan. His propofed alteration, he has 
: pfrom the Germans, who fing by letter. In practifing mufic, they make ufe of feven letters ; and for the accidental 
flats and jharps, they introduce thote, which ave different, calling them, flat and fharp letters. But before Mr. Adgate ne 
ceeded to calculate vpon the advantages of his prop fal, he « that it was more eafy to fharp a found by 
tx I a 1 ie, thar by fa 2 1 l. l 1 Z be excl ifively expr {i d by any partict lar 
kind of fyllables ; iffo, they could not be fung to the vari 1 pfalm or hymn, to which they indifcriminately fall. 
‘They are difeovered by means of the flats, fharps and naturals inferted ina tune, and when once difcovered, they may be 
fung as well, and even éeticr by faw, than bi fo, Fee ing a found doves not tharpit. Mr, Adgate, in treating upon {emi- 
Tone 0 have « hisinconfidtency of imagining a kind of a neceflary conne¢tion between founds, and the {ylla- 
bles by which they are and hen the me (mi) is preceded by an accidental flat, or natural, he tells 
us to, it; t i duller found. ‘This feems to be going up nthe prefumption, that it 1s alwaysa fharp foun 
when exprefled by the { But ti rf fe, t ih arp founds ils ; unlefs inging through 

e teeth, is what conitit fharpnefs of founds. That als, will be allowed: and that, if ufed 1s 
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7 4 5 | - . y . 

V ead to a habit of finging through the teeth, can not be denied ; but, that comprefling the teeth together, 
2 forcing the i tly through them, is what conftitutes the fharping of mufical tones, awi// be denied. By the 
1 s author ich | have confulted upon the tu (t ot founds, previous to Mr. Adgate,I have been led to believe, that 
a round pipe ild produce a fharped found, as weil as tural or flatted found ; but now, I am taught to believe, that it 

depends upon the flatnefs of the } Itisno longer any matter about its fize, or length, for a flat or fharp found depe nd 

upon the fhape of ; 
“4 b| } +} h " 1 ante VA. * alae > } } ; f mee f. a 7 y , y +} 1 

I find, that t adopted Mr. Adgate’s 1, inftead of fharping founds properly, only fing them through the 


> i 


teeth ; and inthis they imp founds, where they ought not tobe fharped. Wheneverthey fing the fyl 


fylla 


ble ba, to a note, 


+ - y 4 } | } ¥ } 7 he na , ae thar 
they fharp it to adegree ; and the found of ba, is as much {harper than the found of faw, as the fe r than that 











la ery confident, that a pe 1 will obtain a kr ] f the femi-tones fooner without Mr. Adgate’: hel s, than with ; 
for fo he de} s upon the fyllables for his know re of the founds, he will not attend to them by his ear ; and until 
he can cle arly ait rthe half-tones by his ear, | ll inevitably be igi orant of them, I will mention another obje¢ ion. 
If the founds of te, fe, de, &c. are arp founds, then_all fimilar fyllables will alfo produce fharp founds ; and the En; 
guage abounds them, fo that alm ery note in a common plain tune, fung to a pfalm of a moderate leng 
fharped, or fung through the teeth, before t plalm 3 ncluded. ‘his objeétion is not imaginary. Of its realit 
certain, from the performance of thof ; affects, 
tunesonly ; it alfo extends to all for,in a great 
ariety of inftances, there are of this k aflerts, wid 


any foundation, that the non meth 





of thefe fylla- 





deftroys the heauty of compofition, al 
bles, as affiftants to learn the 
the 
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1s 4 
the sn which 
the notes, whica 





' 
uiea to expreis. 
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But after all Mr. Ade ite s Hoalting about his zerv and improved plan, he h Jed us into a laby rinth, and meanly aeiert lus, 
without conducting us through; tor, except the mi, he has made no provifion for flatted notes, nor for any, which 
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are fharped at the beginning of a tune, and reftored by accidental naturals. Inftances of which are very common in the fabs 


limeft pieces of mufic : but upon Mr, Adgate’s plan, we know not what to do with them. 


ni-tone 





I have now confidered the fuperiority of Mr. Ad 
Were it to my purpofe, I could eatily fhow, that he is asi 
} 


’s plan with regard both to finging fyllables, and to femi 
:orant of language, as he is of his art ; but it has been my 


nefs to expofe the errors of his fyitem, not his grammatical blunders ; and I fhall now take my leave, for the prefent, of the 


} 
‘ 
new and improved pian of Solfaing, by Andrew Adgate, P. U. A; and leave the reader to make his own reflections. 
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path of heaw’aly truth,And 
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tef-ti-mo-nies of thy grace! fet he. ---for mine eye nce] de--rive my 
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~ fort lies. If once L wander from thy path , 






dai -ly ftrength,And there my 












my wryssthen turn ny feet to ard -ning grace. 


up - -on commands. And truft thy 
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will,and thus 





cporta life {hell end Would] per - -form thy 





1. 


Father , Fa-ther,how wide thy gl ry fhines! How high thy won-ders rife! 
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Known thro’ the — earth hy thou--fand figns: By thou-fand thro’ the fkies 








a ond 


ihofe mighty Orbs pro.--cleim thy pow’r, Thofe mo -tions fpeak thy fkill. 




















& on the wings of ev.-ry hour, We read thy pa - -tience ftill.” 
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But when we to fave re- -hel - lious 


we. 


view thy great de - -fign 














Soft 


ven-geance and. ..com--psf---fion join in their di--vin---eft forms. Here the whole 








loud 


--f+-ty 38 Isnown, Nor deresacres-tnre guefa,Which of the glo---ries_ bright-eft 





fhone, The juftice or the grace. Now the full  glo-ries of the Lamb, 


A..-dorn the heavo-ly plains, Bright fe--rephs tearn Im--man-u--els name,. end 
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try their choiceft ftrains. O,may I hear fome hum ble pert in that im-mor-tel fong.- 





. foft repeated blond. 
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| is ea and = joy -fhall tune my heart, and love. com-mand 
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Baltimore. > tort 


our King, Let all the faints 


o God , to God the only wife, our Saviour and 
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praifes bring. Let all the 
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mighty loves His counfe! and his care ,Preferves us fafe from fin and death from fin and death, 
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us fafe from fin end desth, ? from fin and death, And ev’ry hurt-ful 
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fhare. He ftw prefent hagmtaints y un~hlem-ifh'd ant compleet Before the glo-ry of his face 
it , . 
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With joys di- -vine--ly great di---vine-ly great with yovs di--vine--ly great. 


Then all the chofen feed, Shall meet around histhrove, Shall blefs the conduct of his grace, 
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And make his wonders known, and make his wonders known. To our Redeemer God, to our 


ve 
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Re deemer God, Wifdom end pow’r, wifdom and powr, wifdom and powr belon B°: 
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ADVERTISEMENT 






Book, that might be ot wanes with little expence, and be suitable for learners at their first setting out, has been frequently called fo 
an one is the followir The rules, comprised in it, are explained with the utmost conciseness and simplici ity. Ifthe learner, upon pe 
= them and practisising - upot 1 the additional lessons, and tunes, finds that he is like to succeed as a singer, he may safely venture to pur 
“other music ; if not, he may relinquish his book and his undertaking together, without much loss of time or money. 


THE NEW PLAN COMPARED WITH THE OLD. 


> new plan has only one scale for all the parts and all the keys in music; which pong: is composed of seven simple characters. 
as al ‘le ast two scales for the parts, and seven for the keys, and these scales are 


nm as 


The ok 
-ach of them compounded of fourteen complicated cha 
notes, lines and spaces; here are three parts to every character, the ie. the line and the space, ona ali of them gain no ad 
e over the one simple note, in the new plan. ‘The stave must include a ledger line above : 

rt; the two parts bass and treble together, making at least twenty eight characters. 
ne extent as the first, making on th 


Ss. stic 


ind below, making szven lines and seven space 
To this must be added seven different keys 


ie whole seven times twenty eight, or one hundred and ninety six. The comparative view is then 
to a hundred and ninety six, or as one to twenty eight. The advantages which are gained by the new plan, are then, very great and 
importance. 
»bjection which has been made against the plan is, that it is not known and in general use. 
~ same objection mig 


ht have been made against the art of Printing whem it was first invented; for it was not then known and in gener 
wy part of the world. What would have been the state of society at this time, compared with what it now is, if this objection had beeq 


o, and have prevented the introduction of the art? Upon this ground every i 
rid must stand is fi 


nd adhered t mprovement in the arts must be rejected, ang 


nd where it is forever; or we must suppose that improvements are in universal use before they are invented or introducec 
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SCALE OF RULES. 
Characters, Explanations Examples 
CuaractEers.—The ¢ is mi; the ( is faw; the © is sol; y 
and the &, is law. | Brace Shows how many parts are sung together. ? 
Notes or marks of sounds. Rests or marks I | j 
oo of silence. | Cliff G Is used in Treble, Counter and Tenor. if 
mi faw sol law faw sol law ie " 
: {| Cliff F Is used in Bass only. 
.d forl Breves WS FON & CG N | Breve Rest = | : ‘ 
. ie Rie P |} Close | Shows the end of the Tune. 4! 
0 PH Semibreves 9 GH OA ©.0 A | Semibreve w | | ~ il 
) pur nae ar } Slur © Shows what notes are sung to one syllable ou 
Minims 9 = -) » os ° ‘ Minim ~ || iy 
Dot ” the right hand of a note, adds toithalf AAA 
: ak sp : ‘ ’ NA! 
Crotchets ¢ @ @az a . » | Crotchet f | Me length. H AA LS _m i 
Quavers ? # e > : e io Quave! | | Figure 3 Shows that each of the three notes is one third of a beat. —_ 
x | ee a 3 i 
en L } f a r p E | Single bar | Divides the time according to the measure note. j 
1€ Ok a = : 
cha Proportion of the Notes. Double notes % Either may be sung. S { 
o ad One Breve is = R r 
_— Two & © Semibreves, | Double bar | Shows when to repeat. - 0) iS © | ? 
sad ; 
then Four \ N N N Minims, R 1 HI 
t and : “ee ; Repeat -R Shows that the tune is sung again from || & o| ol aL 
Light @@ @ a @ MOw Crotchets, Serene that note to a double bar or close. fo} 1} r} 
Sixteen bd ad wh dw bd et wh d a Quavers, R 1 i : 


fl : ae , Show that the note under by is sung the first N \. | Pi 
deed] Thirty MOD BODmeDBenmonBonpen Seraitte | Fignres ls 2s time, and that under 2, the second time 7 i 

1 end hiking Preparative or leaning notes $©. T a notes add nothin to the time o 
uce The rests have the same proportion except the semibreye, | bar in which they are used, for whatever time be.occupied by them, so nm ! 
which fills a bar in triple time must be taken from the notes with which they are c onnected 











TIMES. 





; MODES. 


Rules to find the mi. 

















COMMON TIME. | ; 
ee We Names Length of a beat Sharp, 4 “ Flat, b 
Is measured by one semibreve ; has | » » y 
ked " rt ese ee ids: Keg mess oe | Very slow. <A second and When there is n ‘ t 
J two beats, one down and one up. Hi at | 3 a half - , 2 nid C vn ther sharp ured _ 
¢ Ete ne er! une ol a tune, mi is in 
TRIPLE TIME. Slow. A second and | One 4 mi is in FZ 
es ee Be ie a quarter. |'Two $F mi is in C 4% 
~ 3 Is measured by a dotted semibreve ; 3 am: | AAA Moderate. A second. rhree BHF mi is in Gs 
j « hasthree beats,twodownandoneup. 2 '™ |! ‘| Cheerful Seven eighths |Four #222 mi is in D IG 
> ; » g Ss. | 
DOUBLE COMMON TIME. ively T ird hey 
3 tilde ata ete Lively. Iwo thirds. One ly mi is in E 
s “te Quick. Five eights. | Tw ly } ni is i 
ked C Is measured by one breve ; has C oy AAAA . ‘ his 4 4 i - 4 oa A 
wv + four beats, two down and two up. \ ™ | ae ||} Very quick. Half second, | three ip > b oe ee 
4 |Four pbbb mi is in G 
COMPOUND COMMON TIME, Marks or Disrincrion | 
i? a. 2 = . Shar be  Seatene a naka Bates ae 
6& Is measured by a dottec mibreve; G | a! These notes are sung in aj Sharp & Raises a note half a tone. 
ke des iinet tile tien dheians oielh Tiledticad > er N ae | pointed and distinct manner. oo P mgt ree a note half a tone. — 
a Sen ae , ee ae i ' | Natura testores a note to its pri- 
- | e+ 
N.B. The hand falls at the beginning of every bar in all kinds of time. sx oe) : mitive sound, 
FIRST LESSON. Sing without the beat. SECOND LESSON. One beat to each note. 
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